
   

   

 The ELGs are based on typical child development at 
the age of 5, so most children are likely to meet the 
‘expected’ level of development.  
 
Each ELG descriptor is written in bullet point form, but 
this is for presentational purposes only to aid clarity; 
teachers should not ‘tick off’ these bullet points one by 
one but should use professional judgement to 
determine whether each ELG in its totality best fits the 
child’s learning and development.  
 
The best-fit model requires practitioners to consider the 
whole of each ELG description when making these 
judgements. ‘Best fit’ does not mean that the child has 
equal mastery of all aspects of the ELG.  
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